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7. Selections from The First Three Minutes, by Steven Weinberg (1977) 

8. Selections from Cosmology for the Curious, by Delia Perlov and Alex Vilenkin (2017). 

   

OBJECTIVES 

  By the end of the course students will be able to: 

1. Demonstrate they understand the physical concepts introduced by Einstein and how these 

concepts apply to the world. 

2. Characterize the problems Einstein confronted, and how he resolved them by rethinking 

basic concepts with his distinctively “philosophical” approach to science. 

3. Perform critical reflection on how modern physics impacts our understanding of the 

universe and our place in it. 

4. Improve analytical skills to critically assess science (in different senses), and to present 

these ideas in writing. 

5. Apply critical reflection on the development of science and the impact of dramatic changes 

in our understanding, based on Einstein’s work as a case study. 

   

 

METHOD OF EVALUATION 

1.   Regular formative assessments (10 %).  



http://uwo.ca/philosophy/undergraduate/policies.html


Philosophy, and thus ignorance of these policies cannot be used as grounds of appeal. 

 

ACCOMMODATION  

Students seeking academic accommodation on medical grounds for any missed tests, exams, 

participation components and/or assignments worth 10% or more of their final grade must apply 

to the Academic Counselling office of their home Faculty and provide documentation. Academic 

accommodation cannot be granted by the instructor or department. Documentation shall be 

submitted, as soon as possible, to the Office of the Dean of the student’s Faculty of registration, 

together with a request for relief specifying the nature of the accommodation being requested. 

The UWO Policy on Accommodation for Medical Illness and further information regarding this 

policy can be found at 

http://uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_medical.pdf. 

 

EVALUATION OF ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE 

At least three days prior to the deadline for withdrawal from a course without academic penalty, 

students will receive an assessment of work accounting for at least 15% of their final grade. For 

3000- or 4000-level courses in which such a graded assessment is impracticable, the instructor(s) 

must obtain an exemption from this policy from the Dean and this exemption must be noted on the 
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Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to Mental Health@Western 

http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/ for a complete list of options about how to obtain help. 

Immediate help in the event of a crisis can be had by phoning 519.661.3030 (during class hours) 

or 519.433.2023 after class hours and on weekends. 
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